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Investigation of the effective parameters in the bulging process and obtaining
Forming limit curve of the stainless steel tube by the GTN criterion
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ARTICLE INFORMATION ABSTRACT

Original Research Paper Tube hydroforming is a process that has been considered to produce integrated and seamless parts in
Received 14 February 2017 recent years. The numerical prediction of tearing to design the right equipment in this process is
Accepted 04 April 2017 important. In this study, the formability of 304 stainless steel tube by free bulge test was experimentally

Available Online 29 June 2017 and numerically evaluated to determine the forming limit diagram. The Gurson- Tvergaard- Needleman

(GTN) is a micromechanical model to predict ductile fracture of metals. In order to determine the

Ej,y,ﬁvf’nrg s“'mit curve defining parameters of the GTN damage model, the experimental tensile test of the standard sample and
GTN ductile fracture criterion the finite element simulation using ABAQUS software was performed. Using this criterion in the
Stainless steel tube ABAQUS software and comparing the force-displacement diagram obtained from the experimental
fFee bulge test tensile test and the finite element simulation, the parameters of the GTN model were obtained by the
inverse method. Then, the geometrical parameters of the die in the free bulge hydroforming process
were investigated by the GTN ductile fracture criterion and the forming limit diagram of the 304
stainless steel tube was numerically obtained. The experimental tests were also carried out to verify the

results of the finite element simulation. Acceptable agreement is shown.
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Fig. 2 True stress-strain curve of AlISI 304 steel tube
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Table 1 Mechanical and physical properties of AISI 304 steel tube
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Table 2 Chemical components of AISI 304 steel tube
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Fig.6 (a) Experimental setup of T-shape Hydroforming (b) A schematic
of setup of T-shape Hydroforming
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Fig. 10 (a) Assembled model of bulge test (b) Assembled model of T-
shape Hydroforming
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Fig. 12 Predicted fracture using FEM and Experimental (the length
bulge of 60 mm and the die entrance radius of 5 mm)
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Table 3 Comparison of experimental and simulation results in free
bulge test (bulge length of 60 mm and die radius of 5 mm)
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Table 4 Different conditions to study the effect of die entrance radius,
bulge length: 60 mm
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Fig. 13 Strain paths with respect to die radius in free bulge test
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Fig. 20 A number of bulged components with various axial feeds
(10mm, 5mm)
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Fig. 21 Forming limit curves obtained from experiment and simulation
with GTN criterion for 304 stainless steel tube
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Fig. 18 Experimental Bulged components for the effect of die radius in
free bulge (I=60mm)
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Fig. 19 Experimental bulged components for the effect of different
lengths in free bulge (r =5 mm)
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Fig. 24 The strain path of the simulation by entering GTN coefficients
in free bulge
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Fig. 22 (a) the strain path of the simulation by entering the coefficients
GTN in free bulge (b) the strain path of the simulation by entering the
forming limit curve in free bulge
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