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This research investigates notch effect on fatigue life of HSLA100 steel which is widely applicable
in the marine industry. Experimental tensile tests and rotating bending fatigue tests were
performed on both smooth and notched cylindrical specimens and the corresponding mechanical
properties and S-N curves were obtained. To better investigate the notch and also size effect on
fatigue life of the specimens, two different notch geometries and specimen dimensions were used.
To calculate the fatigue strength factor, stress distribution under bending load is simulated for
smooth and notched specimens. Then, the stress distribution under bending load is converted to
stress distribution under rotating bending load using an in-house developed code. Finally, using
an in-house developed code, the fatigue strength factor of the specimens is calculated by weakest
link theory. In order to better investigate the weakest-link theory, in calculating the fatigue
strength factor, this factor is calculated using the classical methods and compared with
experimental results. Finally, comparison of theoretical with experimental results shows that the
weakest-link theory gives better predictions than other classical methods and the results are
closer to experimental ones. Also, Weakest-link theory uses the finite element results to predict
notch effect. This facilitates the use of this theory in fatigue design of complicated specimens.
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1 HSLA100  
Table chemical composition of the studied HSLA100 

          
0.023.991.61  0.26  0.67  

 2 HSLA100  
Table Mechanical properties of the studied HSLA100 

  
)MPa(  

  
)MPa(

  
(%)

  
)GPa(  

79089531197  
  

  
Fig. HSLA100 stress-strain diagram

1 - HSLA100

  
Fig. Edge-notched fatigue specimen geometry

2   

  
Fig. Plain and V-notched specimen geometry for fatigue test
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Fig. Specimens used for fatigue tests
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Fig. Rotating Bending fatigue machine
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Table Rotating-bending fatigue test results for plain cylindrical specimens

  
  

  
)MPa(
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10  50014300
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Fig. S-N curves for tested specimens
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Table 4 Rotating-bending fatigue test results for V-notched specimens 
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Fig. N-S curves at different probabilities of failure
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Fig. cylindrical rotating bending specimen cross section
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Fig. Stress distribution at rotating bending (a) and static (b) loading for V-
notched specimens
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Fig. 10 Stress distribution at rotating bending (a) and static (b) loading for
Edge-notched specimens
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Table 7 Predicted kf by different classical methods 
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Table 8 Different classical methods prediction error percent
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